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that is, that home is no longer the educational
influence that it was, and that these essential
lessons of life are no longer learnt there. The
decay of family life is, from the educational
standpoint if from no other, one of the
tragedies of modern times. It is caused partly
by conditions for which we are responsible, and
which we might alter, partly by economic and
social conditions over which we seem to have
but little control. There is the stress of
poverty and of limited means, the insecurity
of livelihood, and the anxiety for to-morrow :
there are the homes at a rental of less than
73. 6d. a week, and where the rental is higher
the children are fewer. " Take no thought
for the morrow, what ye shall eat or what ye
shall drink or what ye .shall put on " : how
many of suffering humanity can obey that
precept, and not rather take thought how
many children they can afford to have ? Very
few, and the result is that the large family is a
thing of the past. That is, incidentally,
having its effect on our imperial responsibilities*
The Empire was made to a considerable extent
by the younger sons of large families. To-day,
when there is only one son, though he himself